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Online	Test	for	All
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Smarter	Balanced

CMT/CAPT	Science

CTAA	&	Checklist
Practice	and	
Training	Tests

Most	up-to-date	
information.



9/7/16

4

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Universal Tools: Available to ALL students

Embedded

•Breaks^
•Calculator	(Math)
•Digital	Notepad	
•English	Glossary^
•Expanded	Passages/Stimuli
•Highlighter
•Keyboard	Navigation
•Mark	for	Review
•Math	Tools
•Strikethrough
•Writing	Tools
•Zoom

Non-Embedded

•Breaks^
•Scratch	
Paper/whiteboard	with	
marker

Designated Supports: Available to ANY student with a need 
determined by educatorsEmbedded

•Color	Contrast
•Masking
•Print	Size	Online
•Text-to-Speech
•*Translations-Math	(Glossary)
•*Translations-Math	(Stacked)
•*Translation	Test	Directions(Math,	
Spanish)

•Turn	off	any	universal	accessibility	
tool

Non-Embedded

•*Bilingual	Dictionary	(Science)
•Color	Contrast
•Color	Overlay
•Magnification	Device
•*Native	Language	Reader	Directions	
(Science)

•Noise	Buffering	
•Read	Aloud
•*Read	Aloud	in	Spanish	(Math)
•Separate	Setting
•Simplified	Test	Directions^
•*Translation	Glossary	(Math)
•*Translation	Test	Directions^

Accommodations: Available to students with an IEP 
or 504 Plan

Embedded
•American	Sign	Language (Video)^
•Braille^
•Closed	Captioning-(ELA	Listening)
•Streamline
•Text-to-Speech	(ELA-reading	
Passages)	grades	3-8

Non-Embedded

•100s	number	table
•Abacus
•Alternate	Response	Options
•Braille	Booklet
•Braille	supplemental	math	booklet		for	online	fixed	
form	test

•Calculator- grades	6-8
•Extended	Time- (Science)
•Large	Print	Booklet
•Multiplication	Table-grades	4-8
•#	Print	on	Demand
•~	#	Read	Aloud- (ELA-reading	Passages)	grades	3-8
•~	#	Scribe
•Sign	Language	for	Test	Items	(Science)
•Speech-to-Text
•Time	Extension	(Science)

*Intended	for	English	Learners	(EL)

#	Requires	Petition	for	Approval	of	Special	Documented	Accommodations	

~	Requires	Trained	Educator

^ NOT	available	for	Science

	̂NOT	available	for	Science

8/12/2016

	̂NOT	available	for	Science

New

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Complete	form	ONLINE

This	form	is	completed	by	
the	certified	educator	who	
will	read	aloud	to	the	
student	the	ELA	reading	
passages.
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Guidelines for Choosing TTS or Read Aloud in Grades 3-5

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

This	form	is	completed	
online	by	the	certified	
educator	who	has	
determined	that	the	
student	qualifies	to	have	
the	Smarter	Balanced	ELA	
reading	passages	read	to	
them	through	text	to	
speech	or	a	human	reader.



9/7/16

6

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Complete form ONLINE

This	form	is	completed	by	
the	certified	educator	who	
will	scribe	for	the	student.

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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• *Read	Aloud	Grades	3-8
• Scribe
• Print	on	Demand
• Human	Signer	

Accommodation
• Human	Signer	Passages	

Accommodation
• Any	accommodation	not	

listed	that	is	unique	to	the	
student

Special Accommodations Procedure
REQUIRED	FOR:

This	form	requires	the	approval	
and	signature	of	your	District	
Test	Coordinator	and	your	
Special	Education	Director.

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

2017 Connecticut SAT

Accommodations Options for 
Special Populations
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Accommodation Options

Option	1:
College	Reportable	
Accommodations

Option	2:
CT State-Allowed	

Accommodations	(SAA)	

Both	options	requires	entry	on	the	same	website

Connecticut	SAT	Accommodations

16

College	Reportable	Accommodations	 Connecticut	State-Allowed	Accommodations	
for State	Accountability

Students	with	
Disabilities

Used	for	accountability	and	college	admission Used	for	accountability	purposes	
only

• Braille	Booklets
• Text-to-Speech	for	all	test	content	(CB	MP3	audio)
• Large	Print	Booklet
• Color	Overlay
• Noise	Buffering
• Magnification	Device
• Computer	Response
• Scribe
• Speech-to-Text	(CB	Assistive	Technology)
• Specialized	Calculator
• Abacus
• Multiplication	table
• Time	Extension
• Separate	Setting
• American	Sign	Language	(ASL)- test	directions	only
• Signed	Exact	English	-test	directions	and	test	content

• Sign	Language	- test	content
• Sign	Language	– student	responses

English	
Learners

Used	for	accountability and	college	admission	 Used	for	accountability	purposes	
only

• Written	Directions	in	Spanish,	Arabic,	Portuguese,	Polish,	
Mandarin	and	Haitian-Creole - No	need	to	request,	
download	available

• Native	Language	Reader	– test	directions	only-- No	need	
to	request

• Time	Extension- (submit	as	
Accommodation)

• Bilingual	Dictionary	Word-to-Word	
Translation- Allowable, No	need	to	
request
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

2017 Connecticut Alternate 
Assessments

CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist Science & 
Connecticut Alternate Assessment

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Alternate	Assessment	Training	Requirements

• Completion	of	CSDE	provided	CTAA	and	CMT/CAPT	Skills	
Checklist	online training	in	2014-15,	2015-16,	or	2016-17

or
• Completion	of	CSDE	provided	CTAA	and	CMT/CAPT	Skills	

Checklist	live training	in	2014-15,	2015-16	or	2016-17

and
• CTAA	Assessment	System	User	Guide	
• CTAA		Test	Administration	Manual
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CSDE	Comprehensive	Assessment	Program	
Portal

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Eligibility	and	Learner	Characteristics	Inventory	(LCI)
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Student	Participation	Criteria	

• Students	who	have	been	determined	eligible	by	the	Planning	and	Placement	Team	(PPT)		for	
participation	in	Connecticut's	Alternate	Assessment	System	are	eligible	to	participate	in	the	
CTAA	and	the	CMT/CAPT	Skills	Checklist	Science.

• The	criteria	for	student	participation	in	the	Alternate	Assessment	reflect	the	pervasive	nature	
of	a	significant	cognitive	disability.	All	content	areas	should	be	considered	when	determining	
who	should	participate	in	this	assessment.	

Students	are	considered	
eligible	to	participate	in	the	
CTAA	and
the	CMT/CAPT	Skills	
Checklist	Science	if	all	3	
criteria	requirements		
are	indicated	as	YES.

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Description	of	CTAA	Test	Sessions	

CTAA ELA Test Segments
Segment 1: Reading Segment 2: Reading Segment 3: Writing
Literary and informational 
reading passages and 
associated Selected-
Response Reading items

Open-Response 
Foundational Reading items 
(Grades 3 and 4 only)

Literary and informational 
reading passages and 
associated Selected-
Response Reading items

Open-Response 
Foundational Reading items 
(Grades 3 and 4 only)

Selected-Response

Writing items

CTAA Mathematics Test
Mathematics Segment 1 Mathematics Segment 2

Selected-Response Mathematics items

Constructed-Response Mathematics items

Selected-Response Mathematics items

Constructed-Response Mathematics items
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Open	Response	(OR)	Reading	Foundational	
Items	Grades	3	&	4	only

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Student	Response	Check	(SRC)
The	purpose	of	the	SRC	is	to	ensure	that	the	TEA	can	clearly	identify	which	answer	a	
student	indicates	in	response	to	a	selected-response	test	item.		
Note: The	use	of	hand-over-hand	or	any	physical	prompt	is	not considered	a	consistent	
and	observable	response	because	the	student	is	not	indicating	his/her	answer	choice	
independently.
If	a	student’s	response	to	a	test	item	is	not	observable	by	the	TEA,	the	TEA	will	not	be	
able	to	reliably	enter	a	student	response	in	the	test	delivery	system	for	the	CTAA.	
The	SRC	is	a	3-question	content-neutral	task	during	which	a	student	is	asked	to	
demonstrate	a	response	using	their	preferred	mode(s)	of	communication.

Students	do	not	need	to	indicate	their	answers	to	test	items	using	the	same	
response	mode	for	every	test	item.	

If Then

the	TEA	is	not	certain	that	the	student’s	response	to	
a	test	item	will	be	observable the	TEAwill	conduct an	SRC.

the	TEA	is	certain	that	the	student	has	an	
established	and	clear	method	of	communication,	
and	will	clearly	indicate	their	answers	to	the	test	
questions	by	responding	verbally,	indicating	a	

response	using	a	nonverbal	communication	mode,	
or	using	assistive	technology	(AT).

The	TEAwill	not	conduct	an	SRC.
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Implications	of	SRC

Student Displays Consistent 
Observable Responses 

During SRC
Student Does Not Display Consistent Observable 

Response During SRC

Administer All Test Items in ELA 
and Mathematics Administer the First 4 items in ELA or Mathematics

If TEA observes a student 
response to at least one of 
the first 4 items,

If TEA does not observe a 
student response to any of 
the first 4 items, 

then TEA administers all
test items in ELA and
Mathematics.

then TEA may pause 
testing and follow 
procedures for 
consideration of the Early 
Stopping Rule. 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CTAA	Accessibility

Access	
to	CTAA

ACCESSIBILITY
FEATURES
FOR	ALL
as	needed

Accommodations
Identified	in	IEP	and	
allowable	on	CTAA

OPTIMAL
TESTING
CONDITIONS
FOR	ALL
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Read	Aloud	Accessibility	Feature

The	Read	Aloud	Accessibility	Feature	is	provided	by	the	Teacher	Administering	
the	Alternate	Assessment.	

In	accordance	with	the	DTA,	the	TEA	reads	all	indicated	items,	passages	and	
response	options	to	the	student	as	often	as	is	reasonable	to	obtain	a	response	
to	an	item.	

All	text	must	be	read	exactly	as	written,	i.e.	no	paraphrasing	or	variation	of	
speed	or	volume	to	emphasize	words	in	ways	that	provide	hints	as	to	correct	or	
incorrect	responses.

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Directions	for	Test	Administration	(DTA)
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Contacts
Joe Amenta
(860) 713-6855
Joseph.Amenta@ct.gov

Janet Stuck
(860) 713-6837
Janet.Stuck@ct.gov


